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For Immediate Release 


Paris-Dakar-Cairo 2000 


Team Dessoude Nissan Giletti Yarns Race Report 


Dakar (Senegal, Africa)(January 23, 2000) - The 22"° edition of the Paris-Dakar Rally 
in the new millennium, which took place in 2000, the organizators of the race, indeed 
presented a new route and offers a major surprise: the rally crosses, for the first time, 
Africa from West to East, starting from the splendid city of Dakar and ending at the 
foot of the mysterious Giza Pyramids in Cairo. The race crossed several countries, 
including Senegal, Mali,Burkina Faso, Niger, Libya, and Egypt, covering a total distance 
of 7,863 km, including 5,102 km of special stages. 


Among the most challenging stages of this edition Fev o Ger 


otal 


were the historic Agadez-Dirkou stage in the Ténéré 
Desert, which took the participants to the oasis of 


Tumu, and the Dirkou-Alwig stage, which entered 


Libyan desert. These stages were particularly 
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demanding due to the difficult desert conditions and 


the long distances’~ to be covered between 
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checkpoints, many historic ergs of dunes with very 


a ee 


difficult passages will be encountered once again. 


The number of registrants (400) reflects the enthusiasm generated by this course. The 
race is somewhat disturbed by terrorist threats and the organizers, anxious to ensure 
the safety of the competitors, decide following information received from the French 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Defence, set up an airlift between Niamey and Sabha 
in Libya. The rally was suspended for five days, the most historic and decisive stages 


of the race in Niger were thus canceled and the race then resumes in Libya, via Cairo. 


After the astonishing 14° overall position achieved 
at the 1999 Granada Dakar, Gianni Lora Lamia was 
entered for the race once again with the Nissan 
France Dessoude Team, however, there were 
significant upgrades for this edition, Gianni had a 
brand-new, more high-performance vehicle at his 


disposal, accompanied by an extensive support and 


assistance structure. 
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The team consisted of 30 mechanics, 1 heavy 
assistance truck Mercedes AK2636 6x6 T5 and 1 
fast assistance truck Mercedes AK1i935 4x4 T4 


dedicated to the italian driver. As always, the 


entire endeavor was supported once again by the 
sponsor Giletti Yarns s.p.a. and for this occasion, 
a completely brand new version of the Nissan 
Patrol GR Y61 4.5L T3 was specially built with a 


full carbon fiber body and tubular frame chassis, 


definitely much lighter compared to the other standard body Nissan Patrol GR Y61, and 
equipped with a 300 hp NISMO six inline petrol engine with a special Sadev front- 


engaged gearbox. 


The intentions of the Italian driver and his the 
mega sponsor Giletti Yarns s.p.a. are particularly 


ambitious as well as warlike this time. The driver 


as “GIUXTT ARRNS DERN I 


ee ; a aims to go for a major breakthrough by targeting 
www.giletti.it EM YARNS - “ . 
® a me oom the top ten, or even who know, the top five 


positions ! The orders are really clear and precise: 
to attack from the first kilometer of the race, Mr. 


Emilio Giletti also had been a Formula 1 driver for 


Ferrari and Maserati teams and in 1953, he achieved an impressive 6‘ place overall in 
the Mille Miglia and a remarkable 2" place overall in the Targa Florio, racing alongside 
his teammate Juan Manuel Fangio. Being a passionate enthusiast of the Dakar, which 
had always been his dream, his perspective was to fight, to achieve the best possible 


result and especially to try to fight inside the official teams. 


The administrative and technical checks for the ~ 
22nd Paris-Dakar-Cairo 2000 took place at the TT 
sports palace of Parc Floral du Bois de Vincennes in ; 
Paris from December 27‘ to December 29*", 1999. 
Subsequently, all the vehicles, motorcycles, trucks, 
helicopters, and all the equipment of the 
Organization were loaded onto a_=— ship_- that 


transported them from the north of France to the 


Port Autonome de Dakar in Senegal. 
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The drivers and riders from all categories would 


reach Dakar by plane, departing from Paris Charles 
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De Gaulle International airport on charter flights 


m 


organized by the event to join the Léopold Sédar 
Senghor International Airport in Dakar Senegal the 
day January 3, 2000 and in the new millennium, 


meanwhile, the vehicles, motorcycles, trucks, and 


all organization’s equipment would be placed ina 


closed park organized at the Hotel Meridien President in Dakar, from there, the race 
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would start on January 6th, 2000, stage from Dakar to 


Tambacounda, officially entering the dusty Brousse of Senegal. 


THE RACE 


After a more than brilliant start to the race, with 


with the first special 


perfect navigation and without any type of 


mechanical problem from Dakar in the first days of 
the new millennium, the Italian driver Gianni Lora 


lamia, after four stages, surprisingly found himself 
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already in 16° position overall, and of course, like 


the Italian driver placed highest in the general 


classification, he also found himself in front to 


several Official Nissans and in full possibility of fighting for the top ten. 


OVERALL RANKING AFTER STAGE N° 4 BAMAKO - BOBODIOULASSO 


DRIVER TEAM CAR TIME 

1. SHINOZUKA MITSUBISHI RALLIART = | MITSUBISHI PAJERO 1.39' 42" 
2. FONTENAY MITSUBISHI RALLIART = | MITSUBISHI PAJERO + 5' 00" 
3. SCHLESSER SCHLESSER - RENAULT | SCHLESSER - RENAULT + 6' 52" 
4. MASUOKA MITSUBISHI RALLIART = | MITSUBISHI PAJERO + fg" 
5. PETERHANSEL MEGA MEGA DESERT + 10' 54" 
6. DE LAVERGNE NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATHFINDER + 13' 50" 
7. SERVIA SCHLESSER - RENAULT | SCHLESSER - RENAULT + 14'65" 
8. SOUSA MITSUBISHI RALLIART = | MITSUBISHI PAJERO + 18' 00" 
9. KLEINSCHMIDT MITSUBISHI RALLIART = | MITSUBISHI PAJERO + 18' 49" 
10. SABY FORD FORD RANGER + 18' 54" 
11. WAMBERGUE NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATHFINDER + 30' 48" 
12. DE MEVIUS NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATHFINDER + 32' 03" 
13. PLAZA PEREZ MITSUBISHI RALLIART = | MITSUBISHI CHALLENGER + 46' 01" 
14. PESCAROLO NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 1.18' 20" 
15. RIVIERE NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 1.22'.00" 
16. LORA LAMIA NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 1.30' 06" 
31. GERMANETTI NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 2.32' 15" 
36. GAZZONI NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 2.54' 23" 
46. GOMIERO NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y60 + 3.11 31" 


ISSUED BY NISSAN 


In the subsequent stages which took the competitors to the rest day in Niamey in 
Niger, he managed to climb up the ranks again until he was now close to the top ten, 
but the “bad luck lady” dressed in black, this time, was waiting for him 200 km from 
the arrival in Niamey, the red and fast Nissan fell silent on the track without energy as 


the engine's current alternator abandoned it and broke inexorably. 
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The driver from Trivero was thus forced to wait for 
his T4 fast assistance truck which would have 
Supplied the new alternator and allowed him to set 
off again towards Niamey, but that day the bad 
luck lady in black was still not satisfied enough, in 
fact the T4 assistance truck was also hit, along the 


high-speed track, a tree entered the truck's cabin 


through the windshield, passing a few centimeters 


from the co-driver's head and only by a miracle the accident was not fatal and the 
occupants remained unharmed, but the loss of time to remove the large tree and free 
the truck was very high Gianni Lora Lamia remained on the track waiting for the spare 
part for almost 4 long hours, thus definitively losing the possibility already in his 
pocket until that day of fighting for the top ten or who knows maybe even for the top 


five, for the driver it was certainly a hard and unexpected blow. 


THE REST DAY AND THE TERRORIST THREAT WITH THE AIRLIFT TO LIBYA 


Having reached the bivouac in Niamey in Niger, 


where the rest day of the Rally was also organised, 


after a briefing with André Dessoude and the Nissan 
Motorsport staff, the mechanics began work on the 


Nissan GR Y61, also making some updates to the 


GILETTI YARNS BIELLA ITALY www.gitett 
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electronics and to the suspensions, but another 


hard blow was about to arrive, in fact when 


entering Niger, Hubert Auriol 


the organizer and race director was alerted that 
by French authorities that the rally was being 
threatened by terrorists. The organiser decided 
to arrange a gigantic airlift between Niamey and 
Sabah in Libya. The race was put on hold for five 
days to orchestrate the aerial ballet of the 
Antonov 124. With the help of these huge 


Ukrainian planes, an unprecedented challenge 


was met so that the race could resume. 


This was another very hard blow, because this 
means the cancellation of the four most difficult 
and decisive stages, the strong Italian driver, very 
fast on the dunes and with a lot of experience, was 
anxiously awaiting the subsequent stages in Niger 
and in the Ténéré desert, stages that he knew very 


well, where he could make the difference and 


certainly make up for the hours lost with the bad 


failure of the alternator and return to the positions conventional to him and for sure 


with the top ten target. 
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After 5 days of forced stop in the city of Niamey in Niger, the largest airlift ever 
carried out in history took all the competitors and all the vehicles to the city of Sabha 


in Libya from where the race finally resumed its journey to the final destination in 


Cairo as expected. 


Having landed in Libya, five very long stages with 
a 100% sand and dunes route, including the 
special stage from Al Khofra to Daklha of 789 km, 
one of the longest special stages ever carried out 
in the history of the Dakar, awaited’ the 
competitors not to case, that day some additional 


fuel tanks were installed on the cars in order to 


complete the long special test with a sand and dunes route and consequent very high 


fuel consumption. 


The Nissan Patrol GR Y61 with 4.5L engine had a consumption of more than 2 liters of 
fuel per km and despite the additional tanks that day, 50 km from the end of the 
special, a refueling from a Libyan military vehicle carrying fuel for helicopters allowed 
the Italian driver to complete the special test in an excellent position in the cars 
standings, many others cars were forced to waiting for the assistance vehicles to 


refuel them, an apocalyptic day bordering on the Surreal. 


THE GREAT COMEBACK OF THE ITALIAN DRIVER 


After the major technical problem of the alternator breaking before Niamey, the Italian 


driver was pushed back from 14°" to 65*" position in the general classification, and with 
the cancellation of the five most difficult stages in Niger, the comeback to try to get as 
close as possible to the top ten would certainly have proved to be a difficult task, but 
not impossible, the five remaining stages were however very difficult and technical 
with a route of sand and dunes, where the Italian driver was very fast and felt very 


comfortable. 


Once in Daklha the race faced the fearsome 
special ring stage Daklha-Daklha, and_ the 
competitors traveled at altitude through the 
‘Labyrinth of the Gods' which was very difficult in 
terms of navigation, in fact it was very easy to 
enter, but exiting it that day would once again 
have been a_ surreal undertaking, and_ then 


descend with a breathtaking downhill towards the 


beautiful Wadi Rayan lake and the Valley of the Whales, a UNESCO world heritage site. 


Gianni Lora Lamia, despite new electronic technical problems that afflicted his car at 
altitude, losing precious power on the dunes, closed the difficult special stage in 14° 


place overall. 


From that day onwards Gianni Lora Lamia finished the special every day easily in the 


top ten of the general classification, demonstrating a constant comeback, and 
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demonstrating that without the technical problems suffered, he could have been in the 


general classification between the top five and the top ten , but unfortunately the 


hours of delay accumulated in the first days deprived him of this merit. 


FINAL OVERALL RANKING CARS 22" PARIS-DAKAR-CAIRO 2000 


DRIVER TEAM CAR TIME 

1. SCHLESSER-MAGNE SCHLESSER SCHLESSER - RENAULT 45.06' 03" 
2. PETERHANSEL-COTTRET MEGA MEGA DESERT + 1?".33" 
3. FONTENAY-PICARD MITSUBISHI RALLIART MITSUBISHI PAJERO + 27'.33" 
4. SERVIA LURQUIN SCHLESSER-RENAULT SCHLESSER-RENAULT + 38' 50" 
5. KLEINSCHMIDT-TORNER MITSUBISHI RALLIART MITSUBISHI PAJERO + 1.09' 00" 
6. MASUOKA-SCHULZ MITSUBISHI RALLIART MITSUBISHI PAJERO 141 12" 
7. SABY-TRUELLE FORD PROTRUCK +. 243° 15" 
8. DE LAVERGNE-DUBOIS NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATHFINDER + 3.39' 28" 
9. PESCAROLO-GUEHENNEC NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 5.03' 10" 
10. VILA ALTIMIR-TOURINAN NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 6.46' 26" 
11. HANCIAUX-DOMINELLA NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 7.38' 38" 
29. LORA LAMIA-DI PERSIO NISSAN DESSOUDE NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 +13.26' 38" 
33. GAZZONI-HILBE NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y61 + 14.04' 28" 
36. PICCO-DAL ZOTTO TOYOTA TOYOTA HDJ 80 + 14.12' 46" 
38. GOMIERO-PICCHIOTTINO NISSAN TECNOSPORT NISSAN PATROL GR Y60 + 15.38'.19" 
50. ANDRETTA-SIMONI MITSUBISHI RALLIART MITSUBISHI PAJERO + 19.36' 56" 
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GIANNI LORA LAMIA - ROBERTO 


ISSUED BY NISSAN 
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The graphic livery with the 100 colors of the Tornado line by Giletti Yarns S.p.a. it was 


considered by the insiders as one of the most beautiful ever built in the history of the 


Paris-Dakar over the years, thus becoming the “Legendary Red Car” 
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Gianni Lora Lamia thus ended the 22"° edition of the Paris-Dakar-Cairo 2000 in 29" 
position overall, mainly with this it cannot be said that it was a bad position in the 
ranking considering that 95 cars reached the final finish line in the standings, but 
anyway for sure an unconventional result for the very experienced Italian driver with 
his precise and fast driving, despite everything, he still managed, as always, to be the 


best Italian driver in the final general classification. 


The Paris-Dakar-Cairo 2000 was mission accomplished, another Dakar completed and 
in any case saving the honor of the colors of the Italian flag, but the result was not 


what it should have been for the strong Italian driver. 


“After the fourth stage we were making a comeback and were already in 14th position, 
then there was a problem with the alternator which forced us to stop for a few hours, 
waiting for the assistance truck to arrive, we dropped to 67' place. From that day on 
we are always gone back up to 29'" final position, we always tried to do our best, 
always attacking without breathing space and forced to make numerous and extremely 
dangerous overtakes in the dust, with the regret of the cancellation of the five stages 
in Niger, where we hoped to gain important positions, thanks to the characteristics of 


the route, which were favorable to our vehicle.” 
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Gianni Lora Lamia and Roberto di Persio 29'" overall and best italian crew at the end of 
the 22"% Paris-Dakar-Cairo 2000 - Cairo 23 January 2000 
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